JOHN   EVELYN
large as the life in oil colours, equal it is thought to
the greatest masters of the age. He gave me a
specimen of some prospects he took in Italy, and
etched upon the copper by his own hand."
Again Thorcsby in a letter to Dr. Richardson
(July 3rd, 1702) writes, "The famous old Mr.
Evelyn is yet hearty; he has left two coins for me at
Grcsham College/' At eighty-two Evelyn's energy
was not yet relaxed.
Indeed, in these last years his accustomed activity
continued. He was up in London dining with
friends, he visited gardens, and he was still closely
interested in the affairs of Greenwich Hospital, and
he attended meetings of the Royal Society, In 1704
his son-in-law Draper succeeded him as Treasurer of
the hospital. Susanna and Draper came with their
children to stay at Wot ton and made a large party
with the twenty servants which the Evelyns kept.
The old man was specially devoted to his grandson
John, who was to be his heir. He was the second
son of the John who died in 1699, ^lc sam^ year in
which Evelyn lost his brother George, The boy was
then seventeen, and at Oxford. He had been
educated at Eton; Evelyn had "carried33 him there
himself, and was very proud of being assured by Dr.
Godolplxin, the Provost, that "there had not been for
twenty years a more pregnant youth in that place
than my grandson/3 When young John developed
smallpox at Balliol the grandfather's anxiety may
well be imagined. But the Master, Dr. Mandcr,
seems to have taken the utmost care of him, causing
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